University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana Course Syllabi, 2021-2025
Spring 2-1-2022

COMX 311.B01: Family Communication
Christina Marie Yoshimura
University of Montana, Missoula, christina.yoshimura@umontana.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/syllabi2021-2025

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
Yoshimura, Christina Marie, "COMX 311.B01: Family Communication" (2022). University of Montana
Course Syllabi, 2021-2025. 162.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/syllabi2021-2025/162

This Syllabus is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been
accepted for inclusion in University of Montana Course Syllabi, 2021-2025 by an authorized administrator of
ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

Family Communication
COMX 311 Spring 2022
Professor Information:
 Professor: Dr. Christina Granato Yoshimura
 Office: LA 358
 Phone: 243-4244 (phone messages are gathered 2x weekly)
 Office Hours: 2:00-3:30, Mon/Wed
 E-mail: christina.yoshimura@umontana.edu (emails are checked 1-2x daily)
Format and Philosophy:
This class will be structured around in-person class lectures and online discussions. I will give lectures that
incorporate key points of the assigned readings into a broader outline that includes related material. During
main points of the lecture we will discuss the relevance and application of these concepts together. You
should ask questions you have about these concepts, and are encouraged to bring in to these discussions
concepts from your reading that did not yet get addressed in lecture. On Fridays, you will engage in continued
discussion of course concepts online as they connect to a case study presented to you. Preparing before every
class meeting, whether in-person or online, is an essential responsibility you take on in this class. Your
learning and the learning of your peers will be based on your own preparedness and willingness to
participate.
Course Objectives:
 To identify definitions and theories of families based on contemporary communication research
 To gain a greater understanding and recognition of the communication practices that are typical in
family interactions
 To learn how family relationships are created and constrained by communication norms imposed by
religion, government, and media
 To closely investigate specific communication patterns in a variety of family relationship types
Required Material:
 Turner, L.H., & West, R. (2018). Perspectives on Family Communication (Fifth Edition). McGraw
Hill.
 Consistent Internet access and currently updated web browser for Friday classes
 Online readings (as assigned) on Moodle supplement
 One skinny red scantrons and a #2 pencil for final exam
Optional Material:
 Faulkner, S. L. (2022). Inside Relationships: Critical Creative Case Studies in Interpersonal
Communication. Routledge.
o Excerpts from this text that are required for class are uploaded on Moodle, however you may
prefer owning the text in order to access the full content and/or to have a hard copy of
readings.
Policies:
Attendance Although there are no points directly linked to attendance there are substantial direct and indirect
consequences of missing class. Class is conducted in order to share important information. By missing class,
you not only are missing out on that information, but the rest of the class is missing out on the perspective
and insight that you may have been able to share. If you miss class, you may have difficulty understanding
concepts we use as we move forward. Finally, your contributions to our discussions are compromised if you
are not familiar with the course material we have covered.
If you miss class, for whatever reason, you will need to first gather the information covered in that class by
closely reading the assigned content and reviewing powerpoints posted online. Subsequently, you should
come to office hours to ask specific questions that you have about the course topic and/or readings.

E-Mail –
Although you are welcome meet with me in-person during office hours, many people choose to communicate
with me via e-mail. Please always put COMX 311 in the subject of your e-mail, especially if you are not
emailing from your university account. Please allow up to 48 hours for me to reply to any email. Generally, I
will reply well before 48 hours is up, however, if you have not heard back from me in that timeframe please do
contact me again to follow up.
When emailing, please write professionally and courteously. This means forming complete sentences, with
appropriate punctuation and capitalization, as well as formulating your questions or requests in a considerate
way. I will reply to you in the same manner. If your e-mail deviates too far from these expectations, I will
reply by pointing you back to this section of the syllabus and asking you to try again.
Academic Integrity –
All students taking this course must adhere to the University of Montana’s academic dishonesty policy as presented
in the Student Conduct Code (SCC). As noted in the code, students are expected to practice academic honesty.
Any actions that include, but are not limited to, the following behaviors are reasons for pursuing academic and
university sanctions: plagiarism, copying another student’s exam, allowing another student to copy from your
exam or work, sharing information with another student during testing sessions, acquiring or possessing an exam
without the instructor’s permission, tampering with course materials or resources (including library references)
submitting false information (data, quotations, citations, etc.), representing someone else’s work as your own,
representing work for other courses you’ve taken as new work for this class, etc. Students will be charged with
academic dishonesty for any breach of these standards. No work done for credit in any other class may be turned
in for credit in this class. The minimum consequence for engaging in cheating or plagiarism is failure on the
related assignment, but this type of activity usually results in failure in the entire course. At worst, academic
misconduct can result in expulsion, denial of your degree, and/or revocation of a degree that has already been
awarded. See the Student Conduct Code for definitions and consequences of cheating and plagiarism. The
unabridged student conduct code is located at: Student Conduct Code
Consideration –
The overall atmosphere in the class should be that of respect - for yourself and everyone else in the class. In
the course of our discussions, personal information may be disclosed. Please do not repeat this information
or use it to harm others. Harassment of any kind is both inappropriate and intolerable, and disciplinary
action will be taken should it occur. Help foster a classroom where a priority for education is valued by
turning off all cell phones or other devices that make noise. If you need/will potenially need consideration due
to travel plans for university-sponsored activities or for university documented ODE accommodations, please
let me know within the first week of class so that we can make appropriate accommodations.
Contesting Grades –
I am very willing to go over any graded assignment with you to discuss concerns that you might have. I ask
that you abide by three guidelines, all of which make it easier for us both to concentrate on your concerns.
1) Wait 24 hours after a test/assignment has been returned to you to contact me.
2) write your concerns and your backing for these concerns to me in an emails so that we can both look
them over as we meet.
3) approach me only during office hours or over email - discussing your grade in class violates your
privacy and doesn’t provide an environment where I can adequately focus on your concerns.
Grading:

Assignment
Final Exam
Course Project
Online Course Discussion
Total points available

Points
200 points
150 points
150 points
500 points

I do not curve grades, nor do I use the +/- system. I follow the traditional breakdown (A= 100-90%, B=8980%, etc.) that you earn out of the total points available in the course.

Exams:
There will be one, cumulative final exam in this course. This exam will include multiple choice and/or
matching questions. A study guide and review sessions will be provided. No one may take the final exam after
the first person has finshed and left the room, so please be sure to arrive for your exam on time.
Course Project:
You will choose a course project from the three options presented to you.
• Your work on this project must be exclusively your own (no collaboration with or assistance from
anyone is permitted on these projects, though you may always consult with me regarding any
questions you have).
• This project must be submitted online via Moodle on Friday, April 1, 2022 before 5pm
Mountain Time. You are welcome (and encouraged) to submit this project early, as soon as we have
completed the content in “Section Two” of this course.
• You should work in advance so that you can avoid being negatively impacted by any emergencies that
may arise near the deadline, and you should not wait until the week the assignment is due to begin.
• You may submit your project later than the deadline if you need to do so for any reason. Just
recognize that you will accrue a 10% deduction to your grade every 24hr period after the deadline until
it is submitted.
For more details on course project options and grading rubrics, see the Paperwork section in Moodle.
Course Discussion:
Every Friday during our class time you will be engaging in online discussion with your classmates. While I
will occasionally jump in to these discussions, the objective of this assignment is peer-to-peer engagement of
our course concepts.
• Each week you will be responsible for reading a family communication case study posted on Moodle.
• You will engage in the online discussion about this case study during our course meeting time, making
a series of posts to engage/respond to your peers using concepts from our course.
• You should plan to post or comment to at least one “Course Terms” post, one “Case Study Analysis”
post, and one “Anecdotes and Opinions” post every week during our course discussion time.
• The discussion “week” ends at the end of our course time on Fridays. At 2pm (MST) every Friday, we
are done with the week point earning period.
For more details on discussion, see the Yellowdig Directions sheet in Moodle.
Basic Needs Statement:
Any student who faces challenges securing food, housing, or health care and believes that this could affect
their performance in this course, is urged to contact any or all of the following campuses resources:
·

·

·

·
·

·

·
·

Food Pantry Program
UM offers a food pantry that students can access for emergency food. The pantry is open on
Tuesdays from 9 to 2, on Fridays from 10-5. The pantry is located in UC 119 (in the former ASUM
Childcare offices). Pantry staff operate several satellite food cupboards on campus (including one at
Missoula College). For more information about this program, email umpantry@mso.umt.edu, visit
the pantry’s website(https://www.umt.edu/uc/food-pantry/default.php) or contact the pantry on
social media (@pantryUm on twitter, @UMPantry on Facebook, um_pantry on Instagram).
ASUM Renter Center
The Renter Center has compiled a list of resources for UM students at risk of homelessness or food
insecurity here: http://www.umt.edu/asum/agencies/rentercenter/default.php and here:https://medium.com/griz-renter-blog.
Students can schedule an appointment with Renter Center staff to discuss their situation and receive
information, support, and referrals.
TRiO Student Support Services
TRiO serves UM students who are low-income, first-generation college students, or have
documented disabilities. TRiO services include a textbook loan program, scholarships and financial
aid help, academic advising, coaching, and tutoring.
Students can check their eligibility for TRiO services
online here: http://www.umt.edu/triosss/apply.php#Eligibility.

·

Curry Health Center (Dental, Mental Health, and Medical)
· Curry Health Center provides quality, affordable, accessible health care for students at the University
of Montana. They promote a healthy campus by treating students with dignity and respect and
through collaborating and sharing expertise. They offer online appointments and online screening
tools, and same day walk-in appointments if needed: http://www.umt.edu/curry-health-center/
If you are comfortable, please come see me with concerns you have and I will do my best to help
connect you with additional resources.

Date

Topic(s)

Readings due to done
before class

W Jan 19

SECTION 1
Introductions & Class Setup

F Jan 21

Family Communication Discussion

Syllabus and Critical Case Studies
Foreword
Based on “Migration Patterns”

M Jan 24

Family Definitions

Chapter 1

W Jan 26

Family Theories

Pgs. 54-81

F Jan 28

Yellowdig Online Discussion

M Jan 31

Methodology

Based on “A Capitalist and a
Christian”
Pgs. 82-88

W Feb 2

SECTION 2
Rules and Roles

Chapter 3

F Feb 4

Yellowdig Online Discussion

Based on “Tales of a Daring
Sasquatch”

M Feb 7

Rules and Roles (cont.)

W Feb 9

Storytelling and Rituals

Chapter 6

F Feb 11

Yellowdig Online Discussion

M Feb 14

Privacy and Boundaries

Based on “Death and the Childhood
Imagination”
Reading on Moodle

W Feb 16

Course Project Planning Online (no in-person class)

F Feb 18

Yellowdig Online Discussion

M Feb 21

NO CLASS – Presidents’ Day

W Feb 23

Intimacy and Sex

Chapter 5 and pgs. 345-352

F Feb 25

Yellowdig Online Discussion

Based on “Long Term Love”

M Feb 28

Intimacy and Sex (cont.)

W Mar 2

Family Stress & Change

Chapter 8

F Mar 4

Yellowdig Online Discussion

Based on “That Baby Will Cost You”

M Mar 7

Family Stress & Change (cont.)

W Mar 9

Conflict

Pgs. 240-257

F Mar 11

Yellowdig Online Discussion

Based on “Stories of Migration”

M Mar 14

Conflict cont.

W Mar 16

Power and Violence

Pgs. 257-276

F Mar 18

Yellowdig Online Discussion

Based on “Life Isn’t All Roses”

Mar 21-25

NO CLASS – Spring Break

M Mar 28

SECTION 3
Media & Communication Technologies

W Mar 30

Media & Communication Technologies (cont.)

F Apr 1

Yellowdig Online Discussion
COURSE PROJECT DUE ONLINE

Based on “Ten”

Pgs. 125-148
Based on “Dis/Connection”

M Apr 4

Family Interface: Religion

Pgs. 322-345

W Apr 6

Family Interface: Health Systems

Pgs. 157-167

F Apr 8

Yellowdig Online Discussion

Based on “Primary Care”

M Apr 11

Family Interface: Health Systems (cont.)

W Apr 13

Family Interface: Government

Pgs. 159-167

F Apr 15

Yellowdig Online Discussion

M Apr 18

Family Interface: Schools

Based on “What it Means to be an
American”
Reading on Moodle

W Apr 20

Family Interface: Social Movements and Culture

Pgs. 147-159

F Apr 22

Yellowdig Online Discussion

Based on “Twintimacy and
Twinship”

M Apr 25

Family Interface: Work

W Apr 27

Conclusions in Studying Family Communication

Chapter 10

F Apr 29

Yellowdig Online Discussion

Based on “Formative Interactions,”

M May 2

Consolidation and Review

W May 4

Consolidation and Review

F May 6

Yellowdig Online Discussion

Based on all course content

Final Exam will be held 3:20-5:20 on Thursday, May 12

